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SUBJECT: ARREST OP AMCITS ALLEGEDLY TRANSPORTING HEROIN: 
INVESTIGATIVE ASPECTS 

REF: PARIS 19607, MOSCOW 10479 

1. EMBASSY APPRECIATES RAPID PROVISION OF QUESTIONS IN REP B. 

THESE QUESTIONS, IN SLIGHTLY MODIFIED PORM, HAVE BEEN PROVIDED 
AS ATTACHMENT TO LETTER PROM EMBASSY POLITICAL COUNSELOR TO 
ACTING HEAD, USA DIVISION, MPA. COPY OP LETTER AND ATTACHMENTS 
MAY BE PROVIDED TO OTHER APPROPRIATE SOVIET OPPICIALS AS 
OCCASIONS ARISE. 

2. EMBASSY IS CONTINUING THE 

SEPARATION OP ITS CONSULAR AND DRUG-CONTROL PUNCTIONS IN THIS 
CASE. THIS SEPARATION, IN OUR VIEW, IS VITAL TO AVOID ANY POSSIBLE 
LATER QUESTION OP THE USG ASSISTING IN THE PROCESS OP SENDING US 
CITIZENS TO SOVIET PRISONS (FYI. RECENT CONVICTIONS OF WESTERN EURO- 
PEANS ON CANNABIS OPFENSES HAVE DRAWN HARD-LABOR SENTENCES). 

3. ALL CONSULAR ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES TO THE THREE ACCUSED 
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TRANSLATOR), SO THAT OUR (OR DEA) DIRECTLY POSING THESE 
QUESTIONS, WHICH CERTAINLY BEAR ON LEGAL STANDING OE AMCITS, IS 
NOT POSSIBLE UNTIL LEGAL SITUATION SETTLED. POLCOUNS'S LETTER 
THANKED SOVIETS EOR COOPERATION BUT CAREEULLY AVOIDED SUPPOSITION 
OP GUILT OF AMCITS, AND REQUESTED ASAP FROM SOVIETS ANSWERS WHICH 
ARISE IN THE COURSE OF THEIR INVESTIGATION. 

4. REGION 17'S CONCERN ON INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONING OF DEFENDANTS 
HAS ALREADY BEEN MET BY SOVIETS: DEFENDANTS HAVE NOT HAD SINCE 
ARREST NOR, ACCORDING TO SOVIET AUTHORITIES, WILL THEY HAVE UNTIL 
INVESTIGATION CONCLUDED ANY CONTACT WHATSOEVER WITH ONEANOTHER 
(DURING INITIAL CONSULAR ACCESS, SOVIET AUTHORITIES PERMITTED 
CONSUL ONLY TO PASS "BEST WISHES" FROM AMSTER TO BURN). 

5. ALTHOUGH THE ARREST OF THE THREE AMERICANS HAS BEEN REPORTED 
IN THE US PRESS, IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT THEIR NAMES HAVE 
BEEN WITHHELD. THE CASE IS UNLIKELY TO APPEAR IN THE SOVIET PRESS, 

AT LEAST UNTIL THE TRIAL BEGINS. 

6. EMBASSY MOSCOW NARCOTICS COORDINATOR WILL ARRIVE PARIS 
(AMBASSADORIAL SUPPORT FLIGHT) ON LEAVE EVENING 8 JULY AND 
WILL CONTACT DEA REG HQS 9 JULY TO DISCUSS CASE. 

MATLOCK 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DRUG TRAFFIC, HEROIN, INVESTIGATIONS, ARRESTS, DRUG SEIZURES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MOSCOW10826 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760265-0366 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760775/aaaacneb.tel 

Line Count: 84 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 PARIS 19607, 76 MOSCOW 10479 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <20 APR 2004 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <07 SEP 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ARREST OF AMCITS ALLEGEDLY TRANSPORTING HEROIN: INVESTIGATIVE ASPECTS 
TAGS: PFOR, SNAR, TGEN, UR, US 
To: STATE DEA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



